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2016 Grad Night Committee (GNC) Meeting 

October 6, 2015 

 

Call to Order & Introductions 

The meeting, which was called to order at 7:05 by Committee Chair, LaTonia Marshall, was held 

at Eleanor Roosevelt Senior High, Room 130. Committee volunteers in attendance at the time 

introduced themselves.  

Alison Longworth City of Greenbelt 

Alison Longworth from the City of Greenbelt introduced herself. She explained that her role is to 

answer questions and assist with coordinating events at the youth and aquatics centers where the 

Grad Night events will take place. She confirmed that both facilities have been reserved for Grad 

Night.  In the future, there will be meetings at the facilities so that the committee can become 

familiar with the venue. 

Treasurer’s Report 

It was mentioned that we now have an Assistant Treasurer, Tonya Cherry. Currently, there is 

$6,815.38 and no outstanding checks in PNC Bank. The PNC account will be closed the week of 

October 5
th

 and all funds will be transferred to a new account that was opened with Greenbelt 

Federal Credit Union. LaTonia, the treasurer and assistant treasurer are listed as owners.  

Back to School Night events (bucket collections, Papa John’s and the bake sale) raised $2,637.30 

which exceeded last year’s collections and sales. Last year, $1,945.68 was raised.  

Sub Committee Reports 

Papa John’s 

100 cards were initially requested and an additional 200 cards were requested. Back to School 

Night, $515 was raised. At our current rate we will surpass last year’s sales. All money or cards 

are due November 14, 2015. The GNC earns $10 from each $15 card sold.  

Concessions 

A Co-Chair is still needed for the concessions committee. The GNC will volunteer at 

concessions for men’s and women’s basketball games which will be held at the Comcast Center. 

An e-mail was sent to the University of Maryland Concessions Manager to get the dates of the 

games GNC volunteers will work concessions. Everyone who volunteers must attend the TIPS 

Training. It was mentioned that 50% of the volunteers must be certified. Alcohol will be sold at 

the concessions. Volunteers under 18 will not be allowed to sell alcohol; they will participate in 

other activities/sales such as fry cook, grill, or cashier. The GNC will receive a percentage of the 

concession sales. If any of our volunteers work an un-manned concession we also receive credit 

for those sales.  Before and after concessions sales begin, volunteers count inventory. The 

amount of concessions sales must equal the inventory at the end of the night. Volunteers must be 
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there two hours before the game starts, must stay one hour after the game ends, and an additional 

hour after the game for inventory. The last two years have been really good profits wise. On a 

good night several thousand dollars of food and beverages are sold. Maryland Day is another 

fundraising opportunity that will require two shifts.  

 

Public Relations 

A Chair is still needed for the committee. By the end of the meeting, Isabella volunteered to 

chair the committee.  

Rentals &Fence  

A Chair and Co-Chair are needed for the committee. There is information on the Long Fence 

rental that can be shared. 

Food & Beverage  

The committee would be responsible for contacting vendors and ensuring items are picked up.  

Notes from last year suggests that the committee order more chicken and less hamburgers and 

hot dogs. More water should also be ordered this year. Last year 50 pizzas were ordered with the 

Papa John’s fundraising card and the committee got 50 free.  Vendors mentioned who might 

donate food were Safeway for juice and condiments and the Co-Op for fruit and vegetables. Chef 

Lou’s Bakery, Generous Joes, Rita’s, (Rita’s was also mentioned as a possible fund raiser) and 

the DMV were also suggested as vendors who might donate items. It was brought to the 

committee’s attention that each vendor does not need to donate 400 of each item because 

donations will be received from various sources. It was also suggested that the Food and 

Beverage Committee keep in touch with the vendors because, in the past, commitments made by 

previous management have not always been honored when management changed. 

Entertainment 

A DJ has been identified but if the committee can get a better deal the committee is free to go 

with that vendor. A GNC volunteer committee member will get back with the committee on the 

photo booth. She knows a few professional photographers who might be willing to donate their 

time and services.  

Decorations 

A Committee chair is needed for the decorations committee. They are responsible for setting up 

and decorating the venues. 

Ticket Sales 

Ticket sales will be conducted in two shifts. 

Joe Corbi’s Fundraiser 

A Chair is needed for the Joe Corbi’s fundraiser 
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Restaurant Nights 

The Chair coordinates the time slots and is responsible for flyer distribution. In addition to the 

restaurants from last year, some suggestions mentioned were BJ’s and Blaze in the Laurel Town 

Center. Another suggestion made was to allow participants to either show the flyer or their cell 

phone.  

Valentine’s Day Flower Sale 

This is a big money maker. It needs to get on the calendar. 

World’s Finest Chocolate 

A Chair is needed for this committee. It was mentioned that the bars are still $1.00 but are half 

the size as they used to be. 

 

Brainstorming & Vote Top 5 Grad Night Themes 

 

Seniors will vote on the top five themes during their Senior Assembly on October 14
th

. Ballots 

will be distributed and counted. The winning theme will be used on Grad Night t-shirts. There 

will be a contest to have Seniors design a logo for the t-shirts. The winning design will be 

featured on the Grad Night t-shirt.  

 

The top five themes:  Everyone’s a Star Tonight - Hollywood: 11 votes 

   We are the Champions - Sports: 3 votes 

   Candy Land: 2 votes 

Beach/Hawaiian/Luau: 0 votes (added because we have decorations)  

Around the World: (not voted on but added) 

 

 Other themes: We are Radar Nation - Pirate: 0 votes 

   It’s a Carnival Tonight - Mardi Gras/Casino (2015 theme): 1 vote 

   Under the Sea – Nautical: 0 votes 

Sponge Bob: 0 votes 

Minions:  0 votes 

    

Questions & Answers 

 

1. Is there a limit to the number of Restaurant Nights the GNC can have? 

No, The GNC just needs to be mindful of the Restaurant Nights sponsored by the 

Senior Fundraising committee. 

 

2. When can Restaurant Nights be held? 

They are held on week nights. 
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3. Is there a list of entertainment vendors? 

Yes, LaTonia has a list and will pass it along. 

 

4. Who does the GNC see to have flyers distributed? 

Miss. Dew. The flyers can also be posted on the Senior website. 

 

5. Can the GNC do a Big Mouth (Robo Call)? 

Yes. 

 

6. Who posts items to the Senior website? 

Miss Cox. 

 

Miscellaneous Information 

 

All Grad Night volunteers must be 18 years old. All volunteers must have a Grad Night 

volunteer t-shirt. 

 

Alison mentioned that she can send fundraising information to City of Greenbelt employees via 

e-mail if it is sent to her.   

 

It was mentioned that it might be possible to get athletes from local sports’ teams to come speak 

to the grads.   

 

LaShawn mentioned she is available between 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. if anyone needs 

assistance at the school or to pick up times during the day. 

 

 

The next meeting will be 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 3
rd

  
 

Please send corrections to Lia Simmons at: Simmons7707@verizon.net 


